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ABSTRACTS OF LIST OF WILLS AND ADM[NISTRATIONS 
FROM BRJTISH PROBATE COURTS 

Compiled and Presented by the late Lothrop Withington. 

(Which have been published in this Magazine.) 

[About twelve years ago Mr. Lothrop Withington, then not 
personally known to any of the officers of this Society, offered 
to give for publication in our Magazine a series of abstracts of 
English wills, having Virginia interest. We had fully recog- 
nized the value of the similar work done by Mr. Waters for the 
New England Historic-Genealogical Society and had wished 
that it were in our power to have similar work done for Vir- 
ginia. We therefore gratefully accepted the offer and the con- 
tributions were regularly made, with much open handed liber- 
ality,up to the time of Mr. Withington's death on the Lusitamna. 
There seemed to be no limit to his generosity in his relations to 
this Society. Not only did he fumish the abstracts of wills but 
made other contributions, including the transcripts of the Coun- 
cil and General Court Minutes now in course of publication. 
When in Richmond, a few weeks before his death, he was full of 
plans for additional work he wished to do for the Society. We 
had become diffident about mentioning anything we would 
like to have done England, for, though a very busy man, Mr. 
Withington seemed to consider any such wish a command 
which it was a pleasure to obey. It was his desire, at some 
future time when these abstracts had increased to the 
proper number, to print them in book form as was done with 
Water's "Gleanings." This cannot now be done; but as a 
partial fulfillmet of his wishes and as a useful aid to our readers 
we print below an alphabetical reference list to those which 
have been printed. In the future a proper memorial to Mr. 
Withington will be published in our magazine; but the editor, 
who was most closely associated with him in his work for the 
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magazine, wishes to express his sense of personal sorrow at the 
untimely death a of valued friend and of a most generous bene- 
factor of this Society.] 
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